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The altar of 'political
correctness'

From Hampton, N.J.:

I've been a member of Alcoholics

Anonymous for over deven years
and have heard a good bit of com-
mentary about updating our Big
Book. | believe thisideaisoneto be
examined with the utmost care and
is not one which demands haste in
enactment. My persond thought on
the matter is "if it ain't broke, don't
fix it," but | know othersare not of
the same opinion.

| offer an analogy to this situa-

tion. Some years ago members of a
certain denomination bulled
through arevision of itsprayer
book. The "new" book (it isno
longer so new) wasdesigned for at
leest a certain degree of political
correctness — a sacred cow — and
it is a major resson there have been
departures from the particular de-
nomination which adopted it. The
Bible is under congtant "retranda
tion," yet many of usare more than
content with the King James ver-
sion.

1994

When an effort is made to please
everyoneitisvery possibleto end
by pleasing no one. | would suggest
that if there are those who are not
plessed with the contents of the Big
Book as it gands, other organiza-
tionswill probably be ddighted to
accommodate them. For unhappy
women there isWomen for Sobriety
(WFS); for thase who didlike what
I've heard called "the God hit,"
there are groups like Rational Re-
covery (RR) or Rational-Emotive

Therapy (RET).

AA has done extremely well as it
already is Thereareliterally mil-
lions of men and women who owe
the Fellowship and the Big Book
their lives. Isit our intention to sac-
rifice effectiveness on the atar of
"palitical correctness'? It is my per-
sond opinion that to do so smacks
of expediency and a desire to "move
withthetimes." | wouldn't say revi-
sion ought not be considered, but if
it is acted upon, such action should
be conducted with the greatest pos-
sible caution.

Margaret C.
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