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STEPPING STONES -- IN AND OUT

of 1941 until his death in January, 1971
and Lois continued her life there until her
own death in October, 1988.

Much of Bill's important writing was
done at Stepping Stones, most of it in
the small studio cabin called “Wit's
End,” poised on a knoll within site of the
main house. The studio contains the large
desk replete with Bill’s cigarette burns
on its edges that Bill bought from early
AA Hank P, the New Jersey oil com-
pany executive who was a driving force
behind getting the Big Book written and
published. Hank and Bill were to have a
falling out and Hank left the fellowship,
but his contributions were invaluable.

Although it was in New Jersey when
Bill used it to write the Big Book, the
! desk was at its present site in the Step-
ping Stones studio where Bill wrote The
Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions
book, AKA, “the 12 and 12.” Many of
Bill’s other important works were penned
in the studio where he was often helped
7 by the excellent secretarial skills of Nell
Wing, undoubtedly the AA fellowship's
most beloved non-alcoholic friend. In
s fact, a room in the main house is nick-

+w=e named after Nell, the blue guest room
which is called, the Nell Wing room be-

Stepping Stones was the home of Bill and Lois cause she was the visitor who used it
W. and is a place of significant history in the Fel- more than anyone else.
lowships of AA and Al-Anon. Bill lived at Step- “Nell’s Room™ is one of four off the large cen-
ping Stones, located in Bedford Hills, New York, tral living room replete with the commanding stone
some 45 miles north of New York City, from May fireplace that Bill loved to use whenever the
(cont. on pg. 4)
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