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Merry Christmas 1970 From Lois and Bill
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YV CHRISTMAS GREETING

As many a visitor to Stepping Stones knows, Lois W. was a wonderful artist
who charmed friends with her sketches and watercolors. One way of sharing
this talent was through the holiday cards Lois sent throughout the years. Our
logo in the upper left corner of this page was drawn by Lois and depicts her and
Bill standing in front of their home. It adorned Lois’ cards for many years,

The drawing here is less well known. It represents Lois and Bill sitting in
front of the imposing Stepping Stones fireplace that Bill loved so well with a
warm blaze shedding light into the living room. Also shedding light is the star
especially created for Lois.

Crafted out of black metal, the star contained several jets and was attached 1o
the neck of a small propane gas cylinder . At holiday time. the star was placed
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on the mantle and lit with a spectacu-
lar effect that delighted Lois every year.

However, we are told some of their
holiday guests, while appreciating the
dramatic effect, were less enthusiastic.
For as the star burned on the mantle,
behind it would be a huge bough that
Bill every year would chop from one
of the evergreens around the house and
tack up on the stone face of the fire-
place. Bill did this carly in December
and by the time their annual Twelth
Night party occured in early January.
the bough was bone dry. Every vear.
guests would watch the siar burn, with
another enormous blaze coming from
the fireplace itself, and were sure that
this would be the year Bill burnt the
house down. Thankfully. he never did.

The card shown here reflects the
good memories that Lois and Bill as-
sociated with the Christimas season. It
was sent by Lois in 1970, the las
Christmas she and Bill would spend
together. The following month, he
would no longer be with her.

Bill and Lois spent 29 Christmas to-
gether at Stepping Stones. and Lois
would continue to celebrate the holi-
day with her family and friends for 17
more. One of their early Christmases
15 shared with you inside as we glimpse
into Lois™ diary of 1944, We hope you
enjoy reading it as much as we did.
Below is Lois™ holiday greeting and
one which we at Stepping Stones ex-
tend to you with love:

“Merry Christmas to vou all and
migey the New Year be graciouws to vow.”






