Fiﬁally,

A Home
of Their

I the spring of 1941 and after 23 vears of marriage, Lois and

Bill Wilson moved to a bome of their own and lived there for
the rest of their lives. Originally, they called i “Bil-Lo’s Break”

because obtaining the bouse was, for them, a stroke of preai
SJortune, The story of bow this bappened is told beve through
the waords of Bill and Lois and the two friends who made it all
possible. Froom the Steffing Stones archives:

Jan. 11, 1941
Mother dear:

Lois joins me in thanking vou so much for your remem-
brances of us at Christmas time, We both hope vou are feel-
ing much better. Tt seems hard o have vou at such a distance
when yvour health is not good and vour heart distressed. |1
soon hope we shall have a place which vou will always feel
tor b hoame

Lois and T have just been looking ar a house in Bedford
Hills. a lile nonh and somewhat inland from Dobbs Ferry,
It is rather a large house perched on a hill with a magnificent
view extending for miles. A lurge place, it has a living room
35 by 30 feer with a huge fireplace at one end. On the
ground Moor there is a kitchen, maid's room, and two size-
able bedrooms, Upstairs - a very large room unfinished and
one exceptionally large bedroom, This house was a dream
of Mrs. Griffith, an anist and well known actress. Her hus-
band died of alcoholism so she feels quite pantial o Lois and
me. Surprisingly enough neither the upkeep of the place nor
the taxes are large at all. She spent about 25,000 on it
before getting tired of the project. [ think it can be bought
for five or six thousand dollars and hope the Alcoholic
Foundation will undenake to make the purchase on a small
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monthly payment plan over a period of years so that my
carnings. if and when they materialize, can go into improve-
ments, For us the place seems quite practical although the
neighbors up there look upon it as “Mrs. Griffith's folly™.

OF course we are by no means sure yet that this is the
place or that we can manage its purchase and maintenance,
but everything does point that way. I'm sure yvou would love
it oo Mother dear.

Please tell us more of what vou are thinking and doing,
and know that we both love you very much looking forward
to the day when you shall come east again.

Affectionately,

Bill

March 24, 1941

Dear Bill,
I recall your saying something (o me at the last meeting
about being approximately 80% sure of the house and thar
vou wanted 1o get in either the first of April or the first of

June. 1T may, of course, be wrong on this due 1o the noise

and general confusion existing at the time of our conversa-
tion. However, Mrs. Griffith has o give the Willards sixty
cavs notice from the first of the month and, therefore, 1 think
1 had better advise you on this so that yvou would not be dis-
appointed in any plans.

In order o get in on June 19 Helen would have 1o send
registered notice 1o the Willards 1o be received Iy them prior
to April 154

You will, I know, appreciate thart this is no pressure on our
part,

Hastily,

Joan [Real estie agent and friend of Mrs, Griffith]

March 25, 1941
Dear Joan:

Yes — we'll take the house, provided we are agreed, as |
think we are, upon the terms.

You may have to correct my ignorance of real estate mat-
ters, bt this is approximately what Lois and T think the
arrangement o be:

Purchase price 30,500.00 1o be ligquidaed over approxi-
mately 14 years as per the schedule vou forwarded to me, of
which T have copy. Wilsons o pay taxes and insurance,
including the pro mta proportion for this vear. Pavments on
account to be at the rate of $40.00 per month during the first
vear of occupancy. No interest payment for the first year, but
interest (o be paid according 1o the schedule therealier,

Lois would like 1o ke title in her

¥

conttiviied on page 3
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