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H ERE is the original version of the "preamble" as
it was first introduced to AA in the June, 1947,

Grapevine.
Written by the then editor to describe AA to the

Grapevine's non-AA readers, it has become a part of
AA literature. It came to be called the "preamble"
because it is so often read at the opening of AA
meetings.

Much of the phrasing was borrowed from the fore-
word to the original edition of "Alcoholics Anony-
mous," where "an honest desire to stop drinking" is
described as "the only requirement for membership."

In the September, 1958, Grapevine, the preamble
was first published in its present form. It now appears
in much of our literature to tell what AA is and does, as
well as what it is not and does not. The Twelve Tradi-
tions present a fuller development of most of these
ideas.

The current version of the preamble appears on the
inside front cover of this issue.
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