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What So You Think
About Youth Group

In Philadelphia?

From Philadelphia

A group of A.A.s has been formed at Philadelphia for
men and women, 35 years of age and under. This group was
formed in January, 1946, with just six members, only three of
whom had been dry the four months required for voting
membership. This membership has since been expanded to
about thirty, nearly half of whom have been dry over four
months.

We were under the impression when we began this
group that we were trailblazers in the field, but reports from
some of our visiting A.A.s have indicated that it has been
tried before, although with very little success. We are not
seeking pioneer credit in writing this letter, but rather,
constructive criticism. We hope to hear from other groups
throughout the country, giving us the benefit of your
experience with young people and with such organizations as
ours if they have been attempted.

We were slow in getting started with our group and we
are still proceeding with caution since it is apparent that our
abilities lie more in the realm of prevention than in cure. Most
young people have not been hurt badly enough or often
enough, so they think, to feel that they are in any need of
what we in A.A. have to offer. It is feared that for this reason
we will experience more than a normal number of relapses,
and that our progress will of necessity be slow. However,
many of our later members have admitted that had it not been
for this young group they would not have stuck to A.A. So, we
are doing some good.

Let's hear from other groups. We would like your
suggestions, advice, criticism and opinions on what we are
trying
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